


DispensaBarzotti’s original creations are meant to que-
stion the idea of perception. The link between what is 
human and what is not, what is animate and what is 
inanimate, between reality and magic, or reality and il-
lusion are some of the main focuses of our investigation. 
DispensaBarzotti’s repertoire ranges from site-specific 
projects to performances for both theatres and public 
spaces, mixing puppet theatre, dance, pantomime and 
illusionism, according to our research of a more visual 
and physical form of theatre-making.

Alessandra Ventrella and Rocco Manfredi met at Paolo 
Grassi Civic School of Dramatic Arts in Milan, and they 
decided to found the company in 2014. From the very 
beginning, they discussed on how to stage alternative 
and fantastic universes, in order to propose a compo-
site playwriting to their public, inviting them to find 
their own path within the multiple reading levels of the 
performance. Fantastic narrative, cinema, anthropolo-
gy and philosophy are some of their main sources of 
inspiration.

Their first performance was “La Morte tifa Barbie (The 
Death cheers Barbie)”, traveling theatre for puppets, 
actors, objects and paintings. In 2015 they wrote their 
first play for the theatre, “Homologia”, a wordless jour-
ney through masks, dusty memories and dreams that 
will never come true. They also conceived a site-speci-
fic performance inspired by Bruno Shultz’s Cinnamon 
Shops, “Elogio del manichino (Prise for dummies)”, for 
S-chiusi Festival 2015, in collaboration with Teatro del-
le Briciole of Parma. They designed an itinerant perfor-
mance for Insolito Festival 2016, “Cosa sono le lucciole 
(What are fireflies)”, inspired by G. Didi-Huberman’s Sur-
vival of the Fireflies. In 2017, they loosely adapted Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein into “Victor”, another play 
for the theatre dealing with the fear of letting go 
the past andthe monsters born from it. In 2018, 
the installation art project “Wonder project” 
came to life, as a way to investigate our commu-
nity’s conception of magic.

Since 2015, DispensaBarzotti has directed many 
experimental theatre workshops for adults and 
children, professionals and amateurs. For its 
work, the company has received several natio-

nal and international awards, and their plays have 
been presented at many Italian and foreign festivals: 
Santarcangelo’s Festival dei Teatri, Operaestate Fe-
stival, Volterra Festival, Festival de Almada (Portu-
gal), Terni Festival, Small Season Festival (Bulgaria) 
and many more.  In 2018 and 2019 they attended the 
professionalizing workshop Magie Nouvelle organi-
zed in Châlons-en-Champagne (France) by the CNAC 
– Centre National des Arts du Cirque. From 2019, the 
company is based in Marseilles, France. 

D i s p e n s a B a r z o t t i 



Official selection Gianni Damiano  award 2015
Festival “Lunathika” (IT)

Special prize Scenario award 2015 (IT)

Official selection In-Box blue 2017 (IT)

Strabismi Award 2017

Casa con Vista Fringe Award 2017 (IT)
organisation “Turin Fringe Festival” and
“ Casa del Teatro Ragazzi e Giovani” ONLUS 

Jury’s  prize- Direction Under 30 2017
organisation “Teatro Sociale Gualtieri” (IT)

Best show 2018
“Sfumato Festival” 2018, Sofia (BG)

Special prize Tendenza clown Festival 2019 (IT)

Awards



Shows



A great illusion, an impossible party, hundreds of failures. 
A house through whose doors we access to rooms filled with surprises, 

forgotten mirrors and stairways to the abyss. 
The face leading us through the hallways seems to be forcing itself into a mask 

with one single expression: an inanimate being in a world of animate things.

In 2008, the British anthropologist Daniel Miller published “The Comfort of Things”, 
a collection of portraits outlined after visiting a bunch of houses in a street of Lon-
don. George is the main character of the first portrait, “Empty”.

«[…] «With George […] one simply couldn’t escape the conclusion that this was a 
man, more or less waiting for his time on earth to be over, but who at the age of 
seventy-six had never yet seen his life actually begin. And, worse still, he knew it.»

Can we break the mechanism? 
Welcome to Homologia.

Special Prize Scenario award 2015
Official selection In-Box Blue 2017

2015

by DispensaBarzotti

production DispensaBarzotti 
director Alessandra Ventrella
with Francesco Napoli and Rocco Manfredi
light Emiliano Curà
sound Dario Andreoli
artistic residencies 

Teatro alla Corte di Giarola
Teatro delle Briciole

HOMOLOGIA



2017

Loosely based on “Frankenstein” by Mary Shelley 

by DispensaBarzotti

production DispensaBarzotti 
in collaboration with U.O.T._Unità di organizzazione teatrale
director Alessandra Ventrella
collaboration to the project Consuelo Ghiretti and Riccardo Calabrò
with Consuelo Ghiretti, Rocco Manfredi and Riccardo Calabrò
light and sound Alessandra Ventrella
set design Rocco Manfredi
technical consultancy Jannick De Sousa Mendes

artistic residencies 

Teatro alla Corte di Giarola
SantaCaterina Performing Arts
Teatro Europa
Spazio ZUT!
Casa del Teatro Ragazzi e giovani ONLUS

“Every love story is a ghost story“  D.F. Wallace

Everything seems to be crying around this body, flooding the room. 
And yet, Victor is alive, submerged in an aquarium, like a convulsing fish. A won-
derful, soaked creature comes to visit him in the nighttime, taking him back afloat. 
What makes him sink is what keeps him alive. From under the layer of frost that 
traps him, Victor becomes a motionless witness of the freezing of time. Will some-
body please start a fire?

“Victor” is an attempt at painting a portrait of intimacy.
 An interior ocean filled with floating ruins, the ruins of what died but had no pro-
per end, of all the things that we don’t want to leave, everything we fight against, 
in order to avoid becoming the ghosts of ourselves.

Jury’s Prize | Direction Under 30 2017
Strabismi Award 2017

Casa con Vista Fringe  Award 2017 | Turin Fringe Festival
Best Show | Small Season Festival 2018, Sofia (BG)

2017
VICTOR



Others projects



WONDER PROJECT
2018

Looking for the invisible 

Pictures of an invisible world

“Wonder Project” is a place to stop and think back at particular and hard to categorize events. The project 
finds nourishment in the studies of great anthropologists and researchers such as Marcel Mauss, Clau-
de Lévi-Strauss, Ernesto De Martino, Jorge Luis Borges and many other thinkers who asked themselves 
whether we live in a symbolic and magical system and how much it influences modern and contemporary 
societies. Fieldwork allows to transform those studies into concrete experiences, to meet the people and to 
get to know the places in which we live, no matter for how long,

 A room, a faint warm light, on your own or with the members of the company, and a question: 
“Have you ever experienced magic?”. 

Then a recorder, a wooden table, dozens of little stories hanging on paper and a big book entitled 
“Name your magic experience”. 



“The purity and freshness of a young company 
expressing deep cohesiveness in aim and perspecti-
ve, the unexpected recourse to traditional language 
to tell the loneliness of an old man in a metropolitan 
environment, observed by a poetical perspective and 
through oneiric transformation, in a heart breaking 
game of dualism. The challenge of a silent, wordless 
way of making theatre, that recalls Beckett, Pinter, 
Kantor for its simplicity, that looks for a contempo-
rary path for puppetry. A delicate epiphany joined 
to the humble awareness of a training still in fieri.”

Jury’s comment
Scenario Award 2015

“Looking back at tradition with purity, Dispen-
saBarzotti created the little cosmogony of a 
human, humble universe, timeless and con-
temporary at the same time, whose sadness 
is oneirically transformed in a call for illusion.”

Francesca Di Fazio, PAC – Pane Acqua Culture

“Precise, rigorous timing, sharp changes, everything 
is greatly balanced and neatly crafted despite the 
young age of the duo, who carries us into the ma-
gic atmospheres masterfully created by Slava.”

Tommaso Chimenti Bencini, Il Fatto Quotidiano



TOUR015
020

Teatro spazio Electa - Teramo (TE)
Teatri Menotti - Milan (MI)
Teatro Piccolo Bellini - Naples(NA)
Spazio ZUT! - Foligno (PG)
Teatro Litta - Milan (MI)
Teatro della Tosse -  Genova (GE) 
Cavallerizza Reale Occupata - Turin (TO)
Teatro del Baglio - Villafrati (PA)
Mutaverso Teatro - Salerno (SA)
Teatri di Vita - Bologna (BO)
La Mama Umbria International - Spoleto (PG)
Casa del Teatro Ragazzi e Giovani - Turin (TO)
Cubo Teatro - Turin ((TO)

Teatro India - Rome (RM)
Ex Asilo Filangieri Occupato - Naples (NA)

Teatro Sociale Gualteri - Gualtieri (RE)
Teatro alla Corte di Giarola - Collecchio (PR)

Carrozzerie N.O.T  - Rome (RM)
OperaEstate Festival | B.Motion - Vicenza (VI)

Insolito Festival - Parma (PR)
Sant’Arcangelo dei teatri - Sant’Arcangelo (RM)

Festival La Luna nel Pozzo - Caorle (VE)
Impertinente Festival - Parma (PR)

In-Box dal Vivo 2017 - Siena (SI)
Scenari Europei U35 - Siena (SI)

Asti Teatro Festival - Asti (AT)
Théâtre de Cuisine - Marseille (FR)

Centre de résidence de Toscane Kilowatt-Armunia - 
Sansepolcro (IT)

Direction Under 30 -  Gualteri (RE) 
Santa Caterina Performing Arts - Foligno (PG)

Festival Fermenti - Collecchio (PR) 
Teatri Invisibili - S.Benedetto del Tronto (AP)

Sfumato Festival - Sofia (BG)
DominioPubblico - Rome RM)

Volterra Teatro Festival - Volterra (PI)
Festival Teatro nelle Case -  Serravalle (BO)

Lunathika Festival - Nole (TO)
Short Theatre - Roma (RM)

Festival de Almada - Lisboa (PT)
Mojoca Festival - Moio della Civitella (SA)

S-Chiusi Festival - Parme (PR)
Ax-animation - Ax-les-Thermes (FR)



www.dispensabarzotti.it
FACEBOOK DispensaBarzotti
INSTAGRAM DispensaBarzotti
VIMEO DispensaBarzotti

48 Rue de 3 Frères Barthélémy Marseille 13006

Association loi 1901
SIRET : 850 147 695 00017

Code APE : 9001Z Arts du spectacle vivant

dispensabarzotti@gmail.com
technique@dispensabarzotti.it

production@dispensabarzotti.it
www.dispensabarzotti.it

FACEBOOK: DispensaBarzotti
INSTAGRAM: DispensaBarzotti

Alessandra Ventrella
+33 (0)7 66 49 95 43

Rocco Manfredi
+39 348 75 31 048


